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Synopsis

Many people know that war has devastated Sudans people, killing millions over the past 30 years.
However, they may not know the causes and motivations behind the many factions of Africas
largest country. While these topics are discussed, a glimpse of the civil war through the eyes of a
girl in northern Sudan and a boy in the south are also provided. As letters are exchanged between
the two, one in the city of Khartoum and the other in a refugee camp, they relate how differently their
lives are affected by the conflict. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of the profound cost of

this war through age-appropriate language and striking photographs.
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Customer Reviews

Part of the Peace Pen Pals series, this title discusses Sudana ™s recent civil war in which more
than two million died and four million were forced from their homes. Along with a detailed overview
of the causes of the war, the photo-essay includes occasional fictionalized letters between two
young pen pals split apart by the conflict. Dinka, driven from her village, is now with her family in
southern Sudan. She writes to Sittina, a Muslim in Khartoum, whose family is angry about what is
being done to Christians. The correspondence seems contrived, but it does personalize the political
strife from the kidsa ™ viewpoints. The frequent type printed on colored paper with images of gray
barbed wire may show the situation, but itda ™s a distracting design element. Otherwise, the format
will engage readers with contemporary color photos on every page. A bibliography of books and

websites closes. Grades 4-8. --Hazel Rochman --This text refers to the Library Binding edition.
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